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Report  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

FOR  1936 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Hornsea  Urban  District 

Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  to  you  the  Annual  Report  for  the  year 
ended  31st  December,  1936,  which  is,  by  order  of  the  Minister  of 
Health,  an  Ordinary  Report. 

The  compilation  of  this  Report  has  been  accomplished 
with  some  difficulty  owing  to  the  deeply  regretted  death  of  Dr. 
H.  I).  Johns,  my  predecessor  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  which 
occurred  about  the  middle  of  the  year.  This  unfortunate  event 
necessitated  my  immediate  assumption  of  his  duties  without  any 
preliminary  introduction. 


RAIN  FAIL, 

1 he  rainfall  for  the  year  was  2578  inches;  the  average 
for  past  10  years  being  inches.  The  maximum  fall  was  in 

July  4 24  inches,  and  the  minimum  in  March  093  inches.  In  the 
matter  of  rainfall  Hornsea  compares  favourably  with  most 
inland  districts. 


STATISTICS  A SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


Area — 3,437-73  acres,  inclusive  of  inland  water. 

Resident  Population— As  computed  by  Registrar  General,  4,615 
Number  of  Inhabited  Houses — 1633. 

Rateable  value-  £32,483 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  £123  6s.  3d. 

Hornsea  is  a seaside  resort  distant  about  16  miles  from  the 
City  of  Hull,  and  may  be  regarded  as  a residential  suburb  of 
the  City.  The  district  is  chiefly  agricultural,  and  during  the 
holiday  season  additionalemployment  is  afforded  in  connection 
with  seaside  apartments  and  amusements. 

The  average  number  of  unemployed  persons  per  month 
during  ig36nwas  143,  the  number  during  the  summer  months 
being  substantially  less  than  this  number. 

Births — Legitimate  ...  Total  44.  Males  21  Females  18. 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  3.  2. 

Still  births  .........  1. 

Birthrate  per  1000  of  population — 9'5- 

Birthrate  for  England  &•  Wales  per  1000  population  14  8 

Deaths — Total  40,  Males  21.  Females  19. 

Death  rate  per  1000  of  population —8  7. 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Sepsis — o 
Deaths  from  other  Puerperal  causes — o. 

Deaths  rate  of  Infants  under  1 year  per  1000  live  births 
68‘2. 

I Legitimate  Males  2.  Females  1,  Illegitimate  o ) 
Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) — 5 
,,  ,,  Measles  (all  ages) — o. 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) — o. 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years) — o. 

Death  rate  for  England  & Wales  per  1000  population 

— II!'!. 

Death  rate  of  Infants  under  1 year  for  England  and 
and  Wales  per  1000  births — 59, 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
FOR  THE  AREA. 


Public  Health  Staff.—  i Part  lime  Medioal  Officer  of 
Health  who  is  also  engaged  in  private  general  practice.. 

Qualifications  : B,Sc.,  M.B.,  B.S.  (Loud.),  M R.C  S , L.R.C.P, 

2. — Part  Time  Sanitary  Inspector  who  is  also  Engineer 
and  Surveyor  to  the  Council.  Qualifications  : M.I.M.  & CyE. 
(Testamur),  M.R.  San.  I.  (San  Inspector  Certificate). 

Health  visiting,  which  includes  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare,  is  performed  by  the  Hornsea  Nursing  Association  under 
the  supervision  of  the  County  Council  and  M.O.H. 

Laboratory  Facilities', — Bacteriological  examinations  of 
suspected  material  on  which  a diagnosis  is  required  by  medical 
practicioners  is  done  at  the  Hull  Royal  Infirmary. 

Ambulance  Facilities — There  is  a well  equipped  motor 
ambulance  for  hire  in  Hornsea.  This  renders  adequate  service 
for  the  District. 

Nursing  in  the  Home. — For  assistance  in  times  of  illness 
dependence  on  private  nurses  is  necessary.  The  nurse  of  the 
Hornsea  Nursing  Association  also  visits  the  homes  of  sick  per- 
sons to  give  nursing  attention  when  requested,  and  when  her 
maternity  engagements  permit. 

Maternity  & Child  Welfare — Hornsea  has  its  own  Mater- 
nity and  Child  Welfare  Centre  under  the  management  of  the 
Hornsea  Nursing  Association  'The  County  Council  and  the 
Hornsea  IJ  D.C.  both  contribute  to  the  salary  of  the  nurse,  wlro 
must  hold  the  C.M  B.  qualification. 


HOSPITALS. 

Isolation  — Cases  of  Infectious  disease,  other  than  Small- 
pox. are  admitted  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  at  Driffield,  a dist- 
ance of  17  miles  from  Hornsea 

Any  case  of  Smallpox  which  might  occur  would  be  ad- 
mitted to  the  Smallpox  Hospital  at  Skipton. 


Tuberculosis  — Facilities  for  treatment  of  cases  of  tuber- 
culosis requiring  institutional  care  are  provided  for  at  Raywell 
Sanatorium.  Cases  are  also  seen  by  the  Tuberculosis  Officer  at 
the  Clinic  at  Beverley. 

Both  the  Driffield  Isolation  Hospital  and  the  Raywell 
Sanatorium  provide  an  Ambulance. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Water , — Water  is  purchased  in  bulk  from  the  Hull  Cor- 
poration and  distributed  by  the  Council,  The  Hull  Corporation 
carry  out  all  necessary  bacteriological  and  chemical  examina- 
tions of  the  water 

Quantity  registered  by  the  meter  from  ist  January  to  31st 
December  was  61,257,000  gallons,  an  amount  in  marked  excess 
of  the  previous  year. 

The  minimum  week  ending  1 8th  January  was  957,000 
gallons. 


The  daily  average  throughout  the  year  was  167,370  galls, 

32  new  services  have  been  connected  during  the  year. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. — No  important  extensions  of  the 
sewers  have  been  made  during  the  year. 

Flood  water  has  caused  a difficult  problem  at  several 
points  of  the  sewerage  system  during  times  of  heavy  rain.  The 
Council  have  made  application  to  the  Minister  of  Health  for 
sanction  to  loan  in  respect  of  works  to  be  executed  to  divert 
surface  water  during  periods  of  excessive  rainfall.  The  scheme 
contemplated  is  to  provide  a 36-inch  surface  water  piped  outfall 
from  the  Stream  Dyke  which  conveys  water  from  the  Mere  to 
the  sea.  In  addition  a storm  overflow  from  the  existing  main 
sewer  will  connect  with  the  surface  water  outfall  and  so  alleviate 
the  flooding,  which  has  occurred  in  times  of  heavy  rain,  of  the 
low  lying  building  are;,  situated  immediately  behind  the  new 
South  Sea  Wall. 


The  newly  constructed  Public  Shelter  and  Conveniences 
behind  the  South  Sea  Wall  were  opened  to  the  pnblic  in  the 
summer  and  provide  adequate  lavatory  accommodation  for  the 
visitors  frequenting  this  portion  of  the  sea  front.  The  accom- 
modation provided  is  . 2 water  closets  and  a 6 stall  urinal  for 
males  ; 3 water  closets  and  washing  accommodation  for  females. 

Some  difficulty  with  respect  to  the  drainage  of  these 
premises  has  been  encountered,  but  it  is  anticipated  that  the 
storm  overflow  above  mentioned  will  provide  a satisfactory 
solution, 

Rivers  and  Streams, — 'There  are  no  rivers  in  the  area. 
The  most  important  stream — 'The  Stream  Dyke — has  been  tho- 
roughly cleansed  this  year. 

Closet  Accommodation. — The  conversion  of  closets  from 
the  conservancy  to  the  water  carriage  system  is  now  completed. 
l)uring?the  year  6 closets  have  been  so  converted  and  none  now 
remain  on  conservancy  system. 

Public  Cleansing  ■ — Dry  house  refuse  is  collected  weekly  by 
motor  vehicle  and  carts,  and  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping 
on  the  land  south  of  the  new  Sea  Wall. 

There  are  no  cesspools  in  the  populous  and  closely  built 
area.  The  few  cesspools  in  the  rural  area  are  cleansed  by  the 
owners,  and  contents  diposed  of  on  the  farmland, 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  A rea. — Systematic  inspection  is 
made  of  the  district  monthly  and  as  occasion  may  require. 

10  Notices  to  abate  nuisances  have  been  served  during  the 
year.  8 Statutory  and  2 Preliminary.  The  nuisances  were 
abated  upon  service  of  the  notices. 

Shops. — Shops  Act,  1934.  1 Statutory  Notice  has  been 

served  and  complied  with. 

Smoke  Abatement — No  action  has  been  necessary  during 
the  year. 

Swimming  Ballis  and  Pools. — T here  are  no  public  or 
privately  owned  swimming  baths  open  to  the  public  in  the 
district. 


Eradication  of  Bed  Bug s —No  case  of  infection  of  a house 
with  bed  bugs  has  occurred. 

Schools. — There  are  two  public  elementary  schools,  one 
n new  building  opened  in  September  1935.  The  sanitary  condi- 
tion ofthem  both  is  entirely  satisfactory.  I heir  water  supply 
is  from  the  piped  supply  of  the  district. 


I IO USING. 

1  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year  : — 

1  (a)  1'otal  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  house 
ing  defects  under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts  33 


(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  pm  pose..  42 

2 (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under 

subhead  1 above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Reg- 
ulations 1925.  o 

(b)  Nuinbei  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose..  o 

3 Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state 
so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 

for  human  habitation  ...  . . ...  1 

4 Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  re- 

ferred to  under  the  preceeding  sub-head,)  found  not 
to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habi- 
tation ..  . ...  ...  ...  ...  . 6 


2 Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  Service  of 

formal  Notices  : — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  l ocal 
Authority  or  their  officers 

3 Action  under  Statutory  Bowers  during  the  year  : — 

A - Proceedings  under  sec  tions  17,  18  and  23  of  the 
I lousing  Act,  1930. 


1.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  5 

2.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  ... 

(a)  By  Owners...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

( b ) By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  i 

B — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

1.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  reme- 
died ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

2,  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were 
remeded  after  service  of  formal  notices 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

( b ) By  local  authority  in  default  ol  owners  o 

C.  — Proceedings  under  sections  ig  and  21  of  the  Hous- 

ing Act  1930 : 

1.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  2 

2.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pur- 
suance of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  1 

D.  — Proceedings  under  section  20  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1930 

1.  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
made  ...  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  o 

2 Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  111  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit  . . ...  ...  ...  ...  o 


4 Housing  Act,  1935 — Overcrowding  : — 

(a)  i Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end 

of  one  year  . . ...  ...  . . ...  ...  7 

2 Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  7 

3 Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  41^ 

(61  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

( c ) 1 Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  ...  . . . . . . . . . 2 

2 Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ...  15^ 

( d ) Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling- 


houses  have  again  become  overcrowded  after  the 
Local  Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the  abate- 
ment of  overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  ...  o 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

1'he  milk  and  Dairies  Order  came  into  force  in  1926, 
I here  are  27  dairies  on  the  register  and  approximately  120 
cows.  A total  of  25  inspections  have  been  made,  12  to  cow- 
sheds and  13  to  dailies.  Accredited  and  Pasteurised  milk  is 
now  sold  in  Hornsea  No  case  of  infectious  disease  has  occurred 
amongst  the  milk  workers. 

There  are  5 Slaughter-houses  in  the  district,  to  which  10 
visits  have  been  made.  No  defects  have  been  found. 

8 Inspections  have  been  made  of  foods  exposed  for  sale 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (other  than  Tuberculosis) 
DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Diseases. 

Small -pox 
Scarlet  Fever 
Diphtheria 

Enteric  (including  ParaTvphoid) 
Puerperal  Pyrexia 
Puerperal  Fever 
Pneumonia 

Other  diseases  generally  notified 
(Erysipelis) 

Other  diseases  notifiable  locally 
ANALYSIS  UNDER 


Total  Cases 

Admitted  to 

Total 

Notified 

Hospital. 

Deaths 

0 

O 

O 

I 

1 

O 

4 

4 

O 

O 

0 

O 

O 

0 

O 

0 

0 

O 

O 

0 

O 

I 

0 

O 

O 

0 

O 

AGE  GROUPS. 

Age 

Periods, 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Dipther 

Under  1 

O 

° 

3 

O 

I 

5-10 

O 

3 

10-14 

I 

0 

All  the  cases  of  Diphtheria  occurred  in  children  staying  at 
the  Convalescent  Home  Branch  of  the  Victoria  Hospital  for  Sick 
Children,  Huli;  the  case  of  Scarlet  Fever  in  a visitor  from 
Doncaster. 

PREVENTION  OF  BLINDNESS. 

It  has  not  been  necessary  to  take  any  action  under  Section 
66  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1025. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 


New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1936. 


NEW  CASES.  DEATHS. 


Age 

Periods.  | 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

1 

M 

F 

M , 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

I5'24 

1 

1 

0 i 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

25-34 

0 

1 

0 

O 

0 

0 

0 

0 

35-44 

0 

1 

0 

C) 

0 

1 

O 

O 

Totals 

1 

3 

0 

O 

0 

1 

0 

0 

Two  of  these  cases  came  to  notice  otherwise  than  by 
formal  notification. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

L.  FRENCH,  B.Sc.M.B,  B.S., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 


E.  Kemp,  Printer,  5,  St.  Nicolas  Mount,  Hornsea. 


